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WELL, AFTER A TOO LONG GAP HERE IS V-SIGN 2 .1 REALISE SOME BITS ARE QUITE OLD JU^ 
TAKE THEM AS COMMENTS ON THINGS SINCE NO. I.THINGS ARE DULL AT THE MOMENT Pe/bbsaic 
THE RULES. THAT WASTHE IDEA I THOUGHT.SCME( I )PRODUCT, SHOVE OUT CCWTfiACT-PUIPILr TnT 
MEDI OGRE .TAME .PLAIN PAP. I KNOW THAT'S A BIG GENERALISATION BUT WHATEVER HAPPENED TO 
PASSION .ENERGY .ENTHUSIASM?'GOING-ONS' IN THE 'MUSIC INDUSTRY' MAKE ME SNEER SMIRK A 
YAWN si NOT SURPRISED HOW ONCE GREAT BANDS CRl&LE AND LOOK DUM B BUT I EXPECTED uorr 
THAN THIS.SLICK HITS AT THE LIE-CEUM ARD SATURATION SPIN-OFF MERCHANDISING A LOT 05 
BANDS HAVE GOT SNUG AND SMUG-THEY'RE OUT CP TOUCH.OUT TO LUNNNCCHH.BE SOCIAL GO OUT 
HAVE A GOOD TIMERS IP MUSIC EXISTS IN A *01D UNAIFECTED BY THE 'REAL WORLD'.*SCMETHTMC: 
ELSE THAT ANNOYS IS THE BLAND ASSUMPTION THAT THE MUSIC SCENE IS REALHEALTHY* (PUKE )LTKE 
THINGS IT'S DISEASED.KID JENSEN IS A GOOD EXAMPLE CP STATING OPINION AS PACT SAY« 
MUSIC IS CURRENTLY VARIED AND THAT MOD IS SO POSITIVE WITHOUT SAYING WHY IE£M'T 
THINK A DIVISIVE .FRANTICALLY IMAGE CONSCIOUS CULTURE THAT DESPERATELY TRIES TO 
MIMIC THE PAST AND CREATES RATHER THAN TRIES TO BREAK THE NORM. IS ANYTHING TO BE moi*n 
OF.IT'S HARD TO SAY HOW I PEEL,YOU'VE HEARD THIS EXPRESSED BETTER BEFOHKAND I HAVEN'T 
SCRATBHED THE SERVICE,SORRY SURFACE BUT YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. 


PRODUCED AT STEVENAGE PRINT WORKSHOP 

( KEEP THIS TYPE OF BAG AWAY 
FROM BABIES AND CHILDREN 


-ni 


SPEND YOUR MONEY ON SAFE REBELLION: SLITISM.TIME FOR 
APATHY NOT ANARCHY SHEEP FOLLOWING TRENDS.... SIMPLY, 
WHAT'S HAPPENING...WHOLE LOTTA NOTHING GOING ON.... 
TIME FOR A CHANGE...OR MORE OF THE SAME...TIME FOR 
FACTION...TIME FOR ACTION...ANOTHER NEGATIVE 'NEW' 
FASHION...KEEP IT CHURNING... IT' S STILL EARNING. 

THANKS (OR AS JIMMY PURSESTRINGS WOULD SAY 'FANX' ) 

TO PEOPLE WHO WRIT INCLUDING: SACK,HUGH, VIV,MARC LA. 
JOHN OP KIL8Y,J0HN OPTIONAL XTRA,MARK (F THE PLAGUE, 
'IT TICKED AND EXPLODED'etc .ALSO HUH.CHRIS OF STAR-* 
TIME AND ROUGH TRADE. 

V-SIGN FROM THE EXOTIC ST.NICHOLAS BACKWATER OF MAD 
AREA STEV3NAGE-THERE'S A COMMUNITY CENTRE(HA),A PUB, 
TREES,GRASS,A 100 LIGHTS AROUND. 

Would you be bored 
living in this lonely spot? 
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Now that all the punks 
have changed into mods, The 
Who have found a whole new 
audience. The fashion is 






























DEATH AIDS and DRAGS - HrrcHW college 

To with we only went cos we'd blagged onto the guest list thru tne agency & nad little else 
"o do anyway. Predictably though the students knew nowt about it & wouldn't let us in .So we 
went to the nearby pub & explained the situation to Jags & co.whocwere quite decent aboutit 
& eventually got in on the Jrd attempt with the manager.Tne social secretary MASK D5GBEI 
H had been a real awkward bastard-hs couldn’Ti letvus in before because he's’running & 
business '& too dim to realise he wouldn’t tohave lost anything cos no way would we have paid 
£1*70 each for that shit .The likes of that ponced-up prat max® me puice-na reckoned himself 
really important & special cos he was the organiser,he is the social sec.—admire & look up 
to him - in fact he was just a pathetic.dithering imbecile.It was also Ingrey & other 
student cretins who fucked up the RAS ^sKons/g'lowers/Sestricted Hours gig & lost HAH a lot 
of money .Anyway, apart from be ingenincompetent liar I had other reasons I wont go into for 
telling him he was a fucking shit-faced bastard. 

However,as I’ve said we gotx in Sc after a while the Deaf Aids go on stage .They’ve got a 
slightly punkj name & didn’t start slow so about halt the punki@s(1^-20)immediately pogo. 
They would’ve to almost anything St it talcs s a couple of mins .before they release how silly 
they are pogoing to that gunge by those turgid ksat turds.Th© Deaf Aids aren’t remotely 
piunk & I’m not going on the leggth of their hair or k the clothes they wear(that rhymed) St 
that isn’t a reason to dislike them- just don’t be fooled by a name .They were just boring, 
rock/pop,dirge,forgetable nothing noise music & sang about zilch.They act like smiley pop 
stars with idiot poses & give the impression that being on stage 4 In a group makes them 
more important & above others -us.tham mare audience,the little people who’re suppossed to 
idolise these burks,whose obvious main concern is only money.So a few of us decided to have 
a bitx of fun and heckled tnem-ixxcl. a few v-signs etc.-we weren’t doing it for the sake of 
it. Afterwards their manager asked what* we thought of them so we told him & then when we 
said a bit about Crass etc. he spoke condescending;your stage of rebellion will be over in 
a few years,become a nonentity.bland out and lead tne expected,normal,dull routine way o f 
life,accept everything as it is without question,fits into and contribute to the system - 
"I was more rebellious than you when I was your age "said he & didn't know a thing about us. 
He was just a typical pig manager® which me & Sack totally expected- his aim in life is to 
make as much money as possible-dont matter who from or how - and we'll be the same one day 


eh ? WE didn't really argue with him -weren't wortn the effort. 
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apparently perverse flirtation with social 

Just what is it that attracts people to Much dissidents like punfe. rockers — are satisfied 

spend their money here? What do you CG&ftMQAHlTH MH 7*. th ? r P | ! esent 1 ' ves > sanguine about the 

think is really to be seen inside? ^ ° ^ * future, highly conservative and anxious to 

1 preserve traditional standards. 




1 only really too*. not oe i tne FALL with 
^ingomasters' maxi wn cx j. Liiced perversely but was 
nothing as good as tiv next 'It's tne new thigg' & 
'Various Times'.Wnen Live at tne Witch Trials' came 
out I thougnt it was oic-as I neard .nore-brilliant .One 
of tne few classic Ips of tne last couple of years. 

The FaLL are mayDe tne oxxly band formed in '76 who 
haven't weakened & have now released one of ''s 
beat 4h '3 'Rowche Rumble'.Anyway I sent some boring 
questions to MARK SMITH & got some interesting replies. 


WHEN DID THE FALL FORM & HOW HaS THE LINE-UP CHANGED ? 

Formed late '76.First gig May '77*Eine-up changes once every wxii le .Musicians go 
cranky once they get. around & bit & start believing everytning that's written about 
them."I am a musician & I quit"(DOG SHIT)-any person wno's le it tne Fall. 

WHAT WERE TOUR ORIGINAL RLaSCNS FOR FORMING <* HOW HAVE THESE CHANGED - DID YOU EXPECT 
TO REACH THE COMPARATIVE STRONG POSITION fOU'Rr. NOW In V 

The reasons I had for co-forming tne Fail were - a) I'd wrote lyrics for about a year 
at work nad tunes in my nead. b) Hex Pistols c) Had seen up coming new wave bands 
(eg Slaughter,Buzzcocks,,Eater,Nosebleeds,Warsaw ) g. ^new' could equal them & certainly 
do a lot better, d) It was about time a fairly intelligent roots wording class band 
did something as oppoased to ast scnooi tyres wno pretended to be such $ tnicknead 
moron bands who had previously (and still do ;dominate tne music scene eg. 

"BRaINY "- Genesis Magazine Ultravox MeKons Roxy Eno Gang of 4 

<—THE FaLL— 

"Not - Brainy Groundhogs ELP Eddie & Hot Rods Angelic Upstarts Snampoo 4 9 etc. 

've changed a bit,well quite a bit-fouxid out txiat it's not just the biz that fucks 
music up,but also the musicians,people who want to oe 'entertained'nave seen much 
stupidity & lost most of my faitn in human nature-notcha ! 

Didn't expect to get this far,nonestiy,though we've comparitiveiy not sc 'far*, 
eg. we're still skint. 

WAS THIS GRADUAL PROGRESS INTENTIONAL,ie.rOU’VE SURVIVED WHERE OTHER BANDS HAVE 
EITHER VANISHED OR BURNT OUT 7 

I think we've lasted cos we're unique & tne small ardent 'followers'Keep us ticking 
over & like us disreguard trends etc .Tne gradual progress was siigntly intentional,bu 
but also due to personnel problems,indecision « bad decisions.! J.X 3 N 'T REGRET a THING. 

WHY DC YOU THINK SOME CRETINS KEaLLY HATE THE FALL-IS IT COS YOU DONT CONFORM 
TO THE ST EREOT YPED, EXPEN SI VE, BON DkGE <& LEATHER TRIVIA OR COS YOUR MUSIC ISNT 
SAFE PREDICTABLE BUT HAS DIFFERENT TEMPOS & SOME OF THE LYHIX aRE A BIT TOO 
CLOSE TO REAL LIFE FOR THEM ? 

It's only some Londoners who 'really hate The Fall' but t'oeyL-e very Gang-ish 
down there & I feel pity & hatred for them.I think you're right about clothes 
as wail - in London clothes are IT while in the North & othc’.- places people 
aren't all that interested (except pernaps Bzzcks fans &. Joy division ha-na 
nasty joke) but Birmingh-ui & Midlands is like that too though - we got 
shock incomprehension at our appearance in Derby,Woiverhamptcn,B'ham etc. 

When we play Roohri&le,M/CI. & to a certain extent I,'pool our audience comprises 
of Fall-.faxes,hippies,bikers,skinheads,teds,piss-artist t.( u. .pcurnalists)etc . 

& no love lost. 







WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE £aRLY DAYS; IT' S ONLY FaIRLY RECENTLY YOU'VE tfAD A LOT. OF 
REVIEWS^SOME INTERVIEWS & ACCLAIM.HOW aWaRE aRE YOU GETTING CaUGHT IN THE LONDON || 
GIG CIRCUIT OF EXTORTIONATE PRICED,EST ABLISHED VENUES r t PAHT QM THE MUSIC SCENE’? ^ 

We played tne Nortn mainly <*. still do pLay the nortn mainly,starved,argued signed on 
etc .an nauseum.Tine second part of tnat question I take as a bit or an insult.lt 
is obvious. i- < 

LIRE THE LYCEUM GIG WITH SLF/MEKONS/G: ot 4 etc .WHAT LID YOU FEE L ABOUT’ T HAT ? 

,IlSSSUPPORTING GEN.X WAD FUMY COL THE ONLY THING YOU'VE 
1 M COWON IS AGE & IT SEEMS YOUR SONGS ABOUT'THE NEW LEATHER THING'ETC. COULD|, 

1 M BBDOECTLY APPLIED TO THEM.DID YOU SPEAK TO THESE UNIVERSAL SUPERSTARS OR* 

\m 7'ERE YOU DEEMED TOO DRAB ? (I KATE GEN.X COS OF THE STAR SYNDROME THEY 
! PERPETUATE & HOW PEOPLE THOUGHT THEY" WERE NEW 3c RADICAL)* | | 

/■^Re-Gen .X. I think they'ire a lot older than us,and we played with 'em I |L- 

M a ) because we thought the contrast’d be good & we'd maybe get thru’ to a 

few Gen.X faas.wnich we did.(people always say to us why don't we do those 
pseudy bloody bills like - Pop Group/Scritti/T.Gristle/Fireball XL etc. 
but what's the point ? of playing to mid-twenties intellectuals HUH ?!'.?! .v.y*- 

, j^Qt that I've anything against above named bands(not much any*ay)) 


WHaT DO YOU THINK CSF FANZINES & THE MUSIC PRESS WHO'VE GIVEN YOU VARIED 
REACTION TO SAY THE LEAST ?ARc. YOU PLEASED TO HaVE BEEN ONE OF THE FEW BANDS 
TO HAVE BAFFLED & UPSET PEOPLE ? 

fanzines - there's a lot of shit about - a lot of fanzine writers are bad 
hacks who would love to wont for the"rock press” somebody gave me this 
really SHIT glossy one from Derby (X sometning; vmicn said tnanks on the 
back to "all PR people at EMI.Virgin, Polydor etc.etc." & all that snit with 
bad reviews of gigs,boring interviews(they did us - sample question;"Wnat 
inspires you to write your songs”and "Defend your lyrics" Answer:'Touch my 
lyrics & I'll KILL you! ") * free singles.Fanzines should th rea ten tne rock 
press ( as 'Alternative Ulster' dia in Belfast, but that resulted in Sounds ! 


' 'Afternours' 


reaa aDout us. we definitely upset alot of tnese rags.I don't asay they ^ m 
shouldn't exist but am shocked at the power they have,small though it is ffijjp'' "* 
(only about 2% of record buying public would you Delieve).But The Fall ? 

has been inadvertantly helped by 'em - ££££•» of free publicity would ya ‘ 

believe & if it wasn't for them I probably wouldn't be writing to you **? 

now wo uld I ? ^ _ e __ _--- 

polbu LISTEN "iff ANY MUSIC & VVilAT DO YOU THINK OF WHAT THE NEW WAVE OR CURRENT 
|j BANDS INSPIRED BY IT HaVE PRODUCED OR COULD PRODUCE-FEW SEEM TO CARE MUCH NOW. 

^fjMost new wave I find much disapointing . 01‘ it I lixe:public Image,Ecno & B'men 
HFrantic Elevators„Thw Scars,Noise(plymoutn)Tne Worst(the greatest deceased; & 











HOW BO YOU GST ON WITH 3?-.. K-S^Ar -i . . YOU-RE NOT ACTUALLY SIGNED TO,.THEM WHICH 


I THOUGHT WAS EXCELLENT. HOW 
SAY HAVE YOU IN THINGS YOU 


:d< «J 


YOU TO BSJ 


NG .FaIRLY INDEPENDENT, - fi 

l, tr* L 


HOW MUCK 


S.Sbrward aren't too bad, .;. *. ..t-.y owe us money,out tnat's the|pric«( you i\ 
pay for freedom. we have final say ■ art,ads(if aryl 1 ) , trijbks G ^tudio 

producer, Yvonne lef t a weak. :ed LP <x we just ’rai^ S./ox%*rXju$?& 


told 'am ws'd do \t wiv.no v 
Have heard, some terrible or. 
Penetration vinyl fur;' 

fuck-up .Alway? been, t 
either split up within 2 • > 


CJ 9 


the ‘t say a thing wnfch-is $Jc,y 'khftw^ 5 ;■ 

rands Sn labels like Virgin eg.' 7 - 
f uric in.,oand tnat sign® to Virgin 
brEY HEART even. I think S.Forward*11 

another Virgin - dig ?? 


HOST EASY IS IT FOR YOU BC . ? , 1 LITE SIMPLE St REPETITIVE BUT LESS 

MONOCHROME NOW A YOU SHOUT-ESP. ON THAT FUNNY(IELL MS WHY/IS IT SOJBIT CM 
•NO XMAS'-DO YOU THINK THAT INSPIRING OCHER UN-MUSICaL PEOPLE TO FORM BANDS TS 
ABOUT THE MOST POSITIVE THING YOU CAN DO ? 

I think I've got an advan,;. .- on:.. aia'cH. s a !that I Know-nothing about 
mueic St suspect I'm tone-jdeaf. I ha- astic '4-string gtr.wnich I do a‘lot 

of writing on(eg.*NO XMA£j’)So ■-'•i'-r 1 ■' dosan't embarrass me .Sometimes it's 
hard(esp.on the old fingelra) jometime it Un'tlMH! 

Positire-ogmm dunno - think all ns. 1 mu vie fur years nas been done by 
"non-mueic " ^people eg.early pi at o l s/Ve1vet s/Stooge s/Elvi a even t& a certain 
extent ! /Residents etc. P., .' 

DOES IT TAKE YOU LONG TO GET TIi ICUN'D > WANT Ai ARE YOU FUSSY ABOUT WHAT THE FALL j 
PUT OUT - DOES THIS EXPLAIN THE Gap BSTCi&J THE LAST SINGLE & THE NEW ONE. 

The sound the band got now am pieced r.much witn -for the first time in the Fall 
I can rely on their attitude & can now ’braak-loose* • flow my self without having 
to support other members, eg-P. .: tir.reureae m® .which is good( musically I 

mean ! ) .Gap 'tween singles due to pcc.y e ving <i nurturing new band to it's 
present form. Plus S.Forward arc slow u. dt s 6 n 


present 
records anyway. 


5me brands bring out too many 


SOME OF YOUR LIRIX SEEM A BIT HARD (JIOT HER -SI STER )T HIT I REALLY T.TiCR guj; ^HE FUNNY 
INTRO. SEEMS TOO NEGATIVE St EASY.WITHRF THi IP s rfLE TRACK IS POSITIVE. 

I You'd be amazed how many people react to that'Little St Large' bit, on 'Mother/Sietert| 
■X That song was an attempt to use words as mueic more or less ^ I hate idea of 
'LYRICS' on paper. If that .as my j >b I'd bet a .net or J.C. Clarke .One day I hpee 
.1*11 drop words all together as they're inadequate St just make emotive - word 
jpatterns Maybe ! 


r: &m£. 


WHAT ABOUT FRjCS GIGS ETC.I READ TOU WEREN'T TOO KEEN ASHAD BEEN CN THKDOLE^S^LC^ 
.WHAT ABOUT CHEAPER LP’S WITH HERE & NOW LIKE ATV DID ? HOW MUCH DID YOURS COST TO 
MAKE & R.R.P. -THE COVER WASN'T GLOSSY I NOTED. 

I think Here & Now do free gigs cos nobody'd pay to see thera.Also,wly should we 
bbe the only ones penniless at end of night ?Rip-off clubs LOVE free gigs as they 
save on staff.don't have to give banc anything & make a fortune on the bar.Also 
like a lot of the new wave ’& hippy movements,it means that only Kids with loads 
of dough from mum & dad or (jobs can get up dt play OR form own record label.I get 
£15 a week wnich must be a ^ 0 ?* lower wage tnan the majority of my audience. 

Witch Trials cost approx. £ which is Like EVERYTHING from our petrok to 

taking it to the shops.We paid naLf 3c S.Forward paid half. 


WHICH ARE rOUP. .FAVOURITE SONGS & W'f. 

IriV^V *»“ /W U Steps /In uy Area. 

V hard P- Mutorewl’e Daughter /Spectre ys. Hector /Printhead, 
v.nard to be objective tho’?*l 
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Excuse age of this review but might as well include as was a goodgig.Missed 1st .band A 
Certain Ratio and most of Orchestral Maneourves due to tedious queuing-only just got in 
Joy Division are now playing bigger venues.O.M.I.T.Dwere ok but the music evaporates 
til you hear again.Iprefer other songs to Electricity whicn I've gone off a bit. 

Without fuss Ian Curtis introduces the now better Known pleasures of Joy 
Division.who did a medium lengtn set .most off LB so haa to do "2 encores(a rock group 
play and bit of an anti-climax.Iwon't pile on the superlatives but they were as good as 
I expected. The sound wasn't too loud or distorted though the guitar got a bit drowned 

by the drums especcially on She's Lost Control'.not as brilliant as on LPor session. 

could feel the bass vibrating the* fLoor and the sound wa. strong and intenselan 
Curtis did his possessed yet not self-conscious agitated arm-ftapping^Like a disconnect 
-ed puppet)and tnough some at tne front pogoed to the faster songs there wasn't mucn 
room for the more apt Lydon arm swing in the close.crowded Nashville.The three 
instrumentralists are unexpresseive as they concentrate on. thier simple,so lid,dense yet 
austere sound .They are on a parralel with PIL in tneir streamlined compression and 
realise understatement can be effective as exaggeration.I nope but don't see now tney'i 
avoid becoming big and distant-it's alrady happening, £2.Jo Strait Muzax bills ate. 


OBLIGATOR! CHART OF '79 
(Ail in alphabetical order) 

LP's 

CRASS Stations of The 
EARCQM I 

THE PALL-Live at the Witch Trials 
JO! DIVISION-Unknown Pleasures 
PIL-Metal Box(excellent music^but 
gimmick packaging 6c rip-off price) 

POISON GIRLS-Hex 

SIOUXSIE & THE BANSHEES-Join tLands 
(most of it anyway) 

SLXTS-Cut 

SWELL MAPS-A Trip To Marineville 
CRASS-Shaved woman 

CRISIS-UK 79/White louth & Holocaust 
ESSIENTAL LQGIC-Wake Up 
THE FALL-Rowche Rumble 
FATAL MICRQBES-Violence Grows 
KLEENEX-Iou/U 

MONOCHROME SET-Alphaville & Eine Symphonie 
THE PACK-Brave New Soldier/Heathen 
PENETRATION-Danger Signs & Come into the Open 
PIL_-De»th Disco/No BIRDS Do Sing 
PRAGVSC-Expert/The Follower 
RAXNCQATS-FAi rytale maxi 
SCARS-Adult/ery/Horrorshow 
SIOUXSIE & THE BANSLIEES- 
Stairc&se & Playground Twist 
SLITS-Typical Girls/Grapevine 
SPIZZ ENERGI-Soldier.SoIdler 
SPIZZ OIL-Cold City 4 
SP17.2 EMERSl - Cft. Kirk 


Rough trade - i^ew/K^ gfei£As£s 

0 Plastics - Copy/^oerr 

SPlM. Sis/£R<M - QAPT. KiRK 

AftfeT' t/OLTftifee - Sit off car's MtfWD 

ser- struck 

Sc Kerri Polot! (Pe&L session 

schorl \r i - 4 A sites 

Q®,. Mix' 4L6UM-Wftu. Notss 

-TCflN'rcsWTROt rtfieif 


Division 

AT The 

NASHVILLE 






















Surprised |o see few people nare at firs| gespite jpne fact that the H.&k. has, : v.ij@w‘ |» 

„ interesting bands,usualiy good time notJdwig i%ck dies.Spoke to tne SCABk-^s^ |thi|^g4 
in general ;not am interview .pau L 9 fie'Search(gtr%l who we" s^fbkfc to maimly 4ai<l tnisis 
their only London date at the moment;only done aooat J before dc as are based in Bdinourgh 
are losing about £100 to do this gig. ^hp. the pa is lent Jh&q down rierSN^'do a deal 
with Charisma( Gene sis label! ) as Past “^n • t ,#r r 4d|tto ||pri. th them bt^liight be on 
'Earcome' dc also on % complication record .Our cdhversa%\im%6Ls interuptfecPby a geezer 
introducing an unarm ounced support,tne elevators wno are 'really great'(ie.bleeding 
boring) & we couldn't listen to it so went upstairs.Paul said his favourite bands are 
theBanshees.PIL & Fall & used to like bubway beet cos tnay took, risks, & he agreed with 
us about the current (a)patbetic»letnargic state of tnings like mod & the kind of 
irritating smarmy pop perpetuated by the likes of the Jhgs & *im!4ar clones.Paul says 
he w^s proud of tne singlecWhich sold about 10*000(one ol 79 's best <* there aint many) 
tho' they let fast decide too much about it.Didn't get much detail about the deal, except 
that they've been given a goodish advance to get better gear dc have dc have an Ip 
planned & expect their singles to do ok but wnat witn tne current stale,unadventoirous 



stifling formulas i'm not so sure?Adult/ery & Horrorsnow" were nardly typical radio daytime 
play-Just before tne tedious certainly not frantic elevators finish they get ready & do 
about 12 songs- all originals,to a small & basically unreceptiae audience-probablir 1st 
hearings of any Scars songs(they would do a PeeL sessiom only producer Jon Walters 
apparently hates them);tno their single is Known by some & tnere is applause.Vocalist 
Bobby King is small ^ commanding;has smart red shirt dt blacK tie dc crimson nail polish 
& a tiny scar on nis cneek <£ is quite immersed in the performance despite tne proximity 
of some snidies.His singing sounds sounds like a ioreign language esp. on 'Horrorsnow' 

*s out of control guitar sound worxs best.di tne new single with a funny title 
& another title Is in French.Tne drumer (Jalumn Mackay P uts a Lotx into 
ras simple solid,ominous drumming-not muen cymbals wnich witn John MacKie’s 
bass supplies a gloomy brooding .dense ,darK sound with Paul's jangly. 
discordant narse guitar;he smashed the one used on the 45 .ripping off a 
fingernail.he said the sound could be easily refined A toned Zm but 
_don t want to .The noise is fairly distinctive witn very slight 

r were 'kidnapped'*•bo strong'. 


Bobby King 









when and how did you form V 





PLAYING IN THE ENVIRONMENT CF MUSIC YOU MEET OTHER 
MUSICIANS AND A NUCLEAS CP PEOPLE EVOLVED TO BECOME 
SPIZZENERGI. 


why did you form and what ambitions did you have;how 
far have these been realised ‘t 


TO MAKE A NOISE/MUSIC CAME SECOND BUT THROUGH CONSTANT 
\ PLAYING IT IS INEVITABLE THAT ROUGH EDGES BECOME 
POLISHED.SOME AND NONE CP THE AMBITIONS I'VE HAD HAVE 
BEEN ACHIEVED.REASON:- WHEN EVER! AMBITIONS.I’VE 
ACHIEVED A NEW ONE ENTERS INTO EXI STANCE. 



what inspires your lyrix- I thiruc those on 'Cold City' ep are very imaginative - 
could you describe them a bit more .Is' 6000'Crazy' about certain small *|s@ntalitie 3 
when music &. movements become reduced to fashion,’this is how you behave’^tc. 


EMOTIONS / FUTURE DREAM*/ ALCHOHOL /SC.FI / MACHINE / INDUSTRIAL & CIVIC ENVIRONMENTS/TV. 
* NO FUTURE AS A LIFE FORM IS NOT PRACTICAL eg. WHY HAS J.ROTTEN GOT A NEW BAND AFTER 
THE PISTOL SPLIT ?THEREFORE THERE IS A PUNK FUTURE 1 

the sound is very sparse & austere-is tnis deliberate or was it just natural as you began ? 

BOTH. I HAVE ONLY A LITTLE THOUGHT AND THAT IS ACCIDENTAL THINGS CAN BE FAR 
SUPERIOR THAN CONSIDERED THINGS BUT NOT AUNaYS - USUALLY. 

would you consider other instruments if used to create variety V 


YES. BUT WHAT I DUNNO !! t 

Did you feel limited as a duo & is this why you've added bass & Keyboards ? Tne 
absence of drums,an accepted rocx instrument.didn't detract from the strength of 
the sound. 


YES.ADDITIONAL MUSICIANS FILL OUT THE SOUND.DRUMS ARE TO BE INCLUDED BUT SOME SONGS 
DO NOT TOLERATE THEIR INCLUSION. 

are you surprised at your popularity St have adverse reactions reduced ? 

WHAT POPULARITY 1 IT DEPENDS CM HOB GAUGE POPULARITY.CERTAINLY WE HAVE SOLD MORE 
THAN FELLOW ROUGH TRADERS BUT WE ARE POPULAR THROUGH OBSCURITY.GLASS CHUCKING 
DOESN'T EXHEST ANYMORE AND IT NEVER BOTHERED ME . 

have bigger labels ever contacted you esp. since your records have proved there's an 
audience for a basic music that once would nave either been scorned or not existed ‘t 

YES BUT THEY ARE NOT INTERESTED IN ALL OUR MATERIAL. 






could you expand on the theme of Independent or fairly small labels.I wonder what 
the Gang of 4 for example can imagine what they intend to achieve on such a life 
sucking, disease-ridden corp like EMI when others have proved failure .Do you think 
there'd be enough demand for you on Virgin or something ? 


SMALL LABELS 
ARTIST CONTROL 

" INVOLVEMENT ETC. 


"TEXTURAL ” "MUSIC ETC. 
NO MONET FOR PROMO. 


BIG LABELS 
MONEY FOR TOURS 
PROMOTIONS OF VINYL ETC. 


SCOTER MUSIC ETC. 


YOU KMOW THE SCORE 


what do you think of the rock press <Jfc fanzines - I've never read anything on you in 
the latter & the former seemed generally disinte©sted.I think it's a bit boring when 
some bands get over exposure;become 'pet bands'-are you pleased to have avoided this 
syndrome or annoyed that you've been practically ignored where boring groups get coverage. 


ONE LJTERVIEW WITH SOUNDS SEPT l6 I978-QNE INTERVIEW COMPLETED WITH NME(NOW PUBLISHED) 
SUSPECT DEVICE HAS BEEN A DEVOTEE AND IN THEIR LAST ISSUE HAD SOMETHING ABOUT 
SPIZZENERGI ON if VERY PAGE( DURING KLEENEX/RAINCQATS/ROUEHrRADE PACKAGE TOUR MAY JUNE 7 ^ 
WE ALSO HELPED SUBVERSION GET OFF THE GROUND IN LONDON AND a RE ACTIVE SUPPORTERS QF 
FaNZINES.ZIG E-fi HAVE US IN THEIR NEXT ISSUES.WE DQNT LIKE BEING IGNORED AND WE ARE 
BITTER BUT' WE WELCOME THE QUESTIONS FROM YOU LES(EVEN THOUGH QUESTIONS i.TKTa HOW DID 
YOU FORM ARE LIKE YOU SAY BORING AND I "HATE ©4") STILL CaRRI ON. (TO BE SPOKEN |.nnr. 
JOHN CLEESE IN THE PARROT SKETCH). 

how do you feel about being in the music scene- does it affect you much bains -ust 
a small part of it V ^ 0 



THE MUSIC INDUSTRY HAS SPACE FOR US. 

" " " " " " YOU. 

YOU HAVE JUST GOT TO FIND IT AND PUSH IT.WE ARE WORTHY OF THAT SPACE. 
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The freedom of today's young people 
allows them to spend spare time like 
this . . . 
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CR<g)£S- LIFE CUlT 



SACK-f-R at 


YOU MEAN,"DON'T FRET 
1 DON'T EVEN KNOW WHAT A LOBOTOMY IS • 
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Thanks to Jim Mason for sending a copy of 
'Small Wonder'fanzine,which is cnanging it's 
name to'Don't Look Bank'to avoid confusion. 
It's worth a mention as not only is Jim also 
in a band(DDT) but has lost money promoting 
gigs(sounds familiar)in Falkirk, but has 
started his own label-Angular Music.whose 
first release is'Style and Fashion'by 
Exposure.'Don't Look Back'is c/o 

48,Princes Street,California By 

Falkirk,FXl2 bx . 


ZihK ? 

THis is $AD SACK 
WHo 5£/VT us LOTS 
Of l/V/THRC$TiN6 
STUFF 1-iKfe The B<T5 

bbLow. we wjwreo 
HiM Do ft ZtM 
C05 we Kf^ew if 
WOUL0 R€FCecT 
His 

COBALT HATE, 

WHiCH YOU Mi^HT 
HrtYfe $6€A/AtVfeeT- 
Ha*.Th&7W£ 

5s . Ivfor fortHs KargoW 
Miis/oeo * ci^ass. 

PoisorJ ch*c$ -fUKOecny 
PlO ft BdiJeF'rr iflu/rttf. 
N0.2. %houu> ftcour 
EAiUY * 80 . 

aear prafU. .overs, , 

wr/'V'T ' C -' hcnnm i BlLS^J-Kin-K 

itr-JSL. = i'u S(;c that they get put srnur.d, 
oettcr ao s0 yourself.Ain't it. fun? tne his.ing, 
the ratt.ing o: ha.l- bearings In tr.e snrav-.ian .Anri . J 
oest of returning to the scene of the crir.efLON 
7 A±,h JOP Al BOtU/uL . I* YOU' /£ C»uT AbfiAlri USE IT. 
kick t>ack * donl t let tne ® turn you into & number on their 

PUl y ° U ^ place,ifyou wanna be a moroW 
JUbT biAY Lx SuiOO^ if not, do aomthing positive towards 
yourseif i.e. electrocution.JA. YOU rt£.ALLY WAI*TT TO BE* 

A socut? 

Agoldfiah? 

A SACK??????? 
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or even a disco-bo pper????????7??7?????*?*? 
if vour answer to tnese aOKKlfl C questions is NOlll SQlli 
not asack or a bopper then write to me tell ae about how’ 
STOPlfi you ain't send a pik. too , if you don't have one 
ar ” « Picture of yourseif. and i'll send you an enrolment 
PAfiQi MEjT! SOT a pox y tax fonrn NOT a card to tell you 
to join the array, riCT afun to-do parchment you'll th« be 
an_U» - official grafiti- consultant, and you might even 
get fAK-KAlL. it* e unlikely tho» . ,v 

KEEP lis TuUCK and remember it»a ^ free 

A puruczlne well worth a mention is 
'TOXIC GRAFITTI' .No.4 nas a smart red 
& black cover,40 sides of anarcny.One 
of the oast zines out cos it doesn't 
mince words or bow to feeble fads & 
is inspiring.lt nas useful articles 
on bands like tne Epileptics,Eratics, 

& Heretics-the kind of bands the big 
condescending rock press would have 
us believe no longer exist,at least 
not furtner than a piece of graffitti 
It's also got Crass,Poison Girls, 

Rubella Ballet & mucn more.Tne zine 
is being very ambitious printing 1^00 
& is well worth your support. 
send 2^p + postage to - 
7.ST.MARrb GREEN tBIG GIN HI LL.KENT... 




















Sc R im Poem* 
RfeOfeK/TLV RWHN6P 
FROM A «-Qi>Pil£ oF 
dat** iaj eeutfoM* 

rfOLUIND W»TH $W€U 
HAPS,WHicH W£ft£ 
aoim $VCC€*SFVt; 
pgftwfete op to loo 
PfcOPLeTHfc PA. 
Pi<seo oW ftorH 
accFhs'ows though, 
Jor Twe scrTts 
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>RvMMlW6 B*R.p*g 
iiWctoo lwo&r 4 * 
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xti^Ps oowe 
pfWcr'Tri'ne puwhs' 
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talic OF IW AfietictH 
^ouic for scRmri who 

STILC fcROKfc COS 
THePe WAS AHiWSORRWv^ 
Miv oVeR THeiR VAN 
WHICH WAS CWfcHfiP INTO 

ftPT£RTHfe HVTLWIW 
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CORRIE fAARCH 

Some 

action On® do this* etcright tnrougn 

bong announcements to ’Pam of Bvrmm 

*a thing that was funny was me a,,,, 
organised a march to demonstrate agai 
■larch at d^f root -When some 
-hat they ‘iffee to lead *.t 

After .bootln hour'. bullet 
it .Admittedly I mb 1“ section ». » - 
c got to the back of tnis trucK some 
ves they were that had) while cn tne otne 

Plnally tne Delta 5 «• “ d . pL * ye<1 

never heard anything by tnem before 1 - 

think )wsa was especially good.pii. ^ 

three times.Next Gang o* 4 c*we on « ' ' 

to make us follow .The Gang p V ^ ' 

DAMAGED GOODS.AEMALITE RIFlaS^w brvOihu 
Half way through tne Delta 5 ^ on 

(Rosanne .Can't Stand My Baby)arid P^d so. 

lorry .but caught up again wnen a9 ‘ 

them^well they did ’Wnere H»W -d son 
them before Deng of 4 « « 'J£ A 

purposed!' It was tnem, J» ;lta 9 did ^ 

I caught up tr.ey were pla^ine xoa & 
ther^were millions of people .over 40.000 
speeches began.Time to get souetmng to e 
P but they were. I obviously svoa.dn o 


TUG bloKe was x* i iL-ig 
to section 7 
ghatn' or ‘Reger ot Coven 
,t.ud® to the march. The Tli 
nst the Corrie BILL tni 
women’s groups tried to t&ae oy 

aoooaj was* 

heard the sound of 
opposed to oe in se< 
band were playing so: 
truca some peop 


suspec 
back I thinK 
bother going 


•- v*&? 




Planned our journey to miss tne opening an act and arrived to see Clive Pig minus 
hopeful Chinamen do a largely unnoticed accoustic set with obvious comparisons to 
Patrick Fitzgerald whc Mr. Sow was a bit rude about,prefacing a song'Oxfam Storf 
saying P!F. would probably wish he wrote. 

Records played in the interval, included the excellent f Rowcne Rumble* & ’Spiral S. 1 
but we were next entertained witn a shabby set by Tne Stevies,various IXK-DK'BjPneumaniacs 
with ^’eccentric' versions of * fMCA 8 ,A*STaRDUST i S i Coo Jta Choo' <* Adam Ants'Never trust a 
man with egg on his face’ 4 riA HA( lAWh ).ttextpneumariia sound clear <& were well received 
by people already familiar witxi tnem who did tne kicicstep .Tnere were stupid scuffles 
& moronic can chucking near tne front-such anarchy,people dont seem to realise(care) 
cans can kill.I was surprised that vacalist Ga/nor told admittedly drunk twatso to get 
down from the stage shortly after telling people to dance.Anyway,their sound was quite 
thoughtful,the drummer esp. didn’t just hit his drums cos tney were there.I still 
think they're a bit like an unformulated Bansnees(tne guitar) but tney can build.Gaynor 
doesn't sound like Biouxsie or copy her movements.’Bxnibition* sounded better than on 
record and like all the ep. improves with play & is one of the better recent d.i.y. 
efforts.They finished with the Kinks* (trendy old artists)’Where have all the good times 
gone ?’(apt). 

The brilliantly named UK DKCAf followed 6c again I thought tne drummer was prettygood* 
The bass seemed a bit top heavy but X tninx they’re trying to use that rather than the 
guitar for a sinister,menacing effect. Peep le danced not pogoed again.Guess I should’ve 
tried to talk to the bands,but I didn’t feel like saying 'great gig lads’A that.Didn't 
wait to see more run. A went off to decorate Luton dc hi tenia. 






Just a line to re-dress the balance on NMJtS's predictaol^ 
smarmy,snide dismissal of tne split record,not that any 

s i 

§ne cares prooaoly.Tne reasons they disliked. it seemed 
to bea not only tne admittedly self-centred words out 
because they aren't good time lyrics;dance tne night x 
away etc.Gaynor’s T-shirt is ambiguous & dumb & many 
wear them .Their comments were over tne top too <* this 
gives me a cnance to criticise NM£ similar media - 
influences for nsving suen condescending,superior 
attitudes.Also I'd like to say now nauseating I found 
CBM's slobbering review of dead bore boo Dylan's last 
turgid masterpiece A his also self-elevation.I*m sure 
he'll donate all his disgusting wealth to useful causes now he's'got* religion.frby people 
seem to meed over-r&tea dullards li<e him I find i/iexplicAtole-tney care wnat ae says - 
how futile, bitch,Ditch,bitch- ’^vhnagp mao&tbatss court 
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SOMETHING WORTH A MENTION COS FEW OTHERS WILL IS THE RESULT OF A FEW NOISY FUNKY PERSONS 

Making their way to one cs? the two luton train stations, because they were creating a bit 

OF A DISTURBANCE THEY WERE FOLLOWED BY A COUPLE OF NON-UNIFORMED COPS WHO APPARENTLY GOT 
SOMEWHAT STROPPY WITH A COUPLE CF PUNKS. THE PUNKS,NOT KNOWING WHO THEY WERE DEALING WITH 
DIDN’T EXACTLY RESTRAIN THEMSELVES & A FIGHT DEVELOPED. HOWEVER* WHEN THE MEAT WAGON 
.ARRIVED THE UNI1WOLVSB PUNKS THERE WERE ALSO TAKEN & NEARLY ALL WERE’ROUGHED UP' & SOME, 
BEATEN UP AT THE POLICE STATION. NOW THEY’VE ALL BEEN TO COURT & FINES RANGED FROM igo - 
£?30. THE ONLY PERSON WHO GOT OFF WITHOUT A FINE WAS UK DECAY'S BASSIST WHO WAS PROVED 
INNOCENT FROM THE COMPLETELY -OUT CP CHARACTER DESCRIPTION BY THE POLICE CF A DOG-COLLARED, 
STUDDED,PINNED EARLOBE PUNK-COS HE'S NEVER HAD AN EAR PIERCED. FINALLY,IN THE EXECUTION CF 
HIS EOTY A poLICE MAN GRABBED GAYNOR & MADE OUT HE WAS GOING TO THROW HER UNDER A TRAIN 


BUT SAID "WE DON’T KILL ANIMALS”. 
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YOUR HEALTH 
















